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[bookmark: _GoBack]Expected production of both cereals and rape is lower
Supplementary information to the news release on harvest estimates – June 2024
Based on the first estimates of this year’s harvests as at 10 June, it is expected that the production of basic cereals will be 6 822 thous. tonnes. The estimated harvest is by 657 thous. tonnes lower, year-on-year (−8.8%), and it is also lower when compared to the five-year average of harvests (−6.8%). All types of basic cereals are expected to decrease in their production except for oats, spring barley, and triticale. Rape is unsuccessful, its expected production in the amount of 1 045 thous. tonnes is by 264 thous. tonnes lower, year-on-year (−20.2%), and it is also lower when compared to the five-year average (−11.5%).    
This year’s harvest is only in the beginning and estimates will be further refined. The course of the weather can still affect both the volume and quality of this year’s harvest.  

The production of basic cereals (excluding grain maize) is estimated to be in the amount of 6 822 thous. tonnes, which is by 657 thous. tonnes lower (−8.8%) than the last year’s above-average production and it is the lowest since the year 2018. It is due to both a decrease in the size of the sown areas by 34 thousand hectares to 1 215 thous. ha (−2.7%) and a lower estimated per hectare yield of 5.62 tonnes per hectare (−6.2%). The estimated production of basic cereals is by 6.8% lower compared to the five-year average of harvests (the sown area −3.7%; the per hectare yield −3.2%). 

The estimated harvest (production) of the most important cereal winter common wheat in the amount of 4 499 thous. tonnes is by 608 thous. tonnes lower, y-o-y (−11.9%), due to its smaller sown area of 748 thous. hectares (−4.0%) as well as to a lower per hectare yield of 6.02 t/ha (−8.2%). The spring common wheat is estimated to be harvested in the amount of 114 thousand tonnes, considerably less compared to the previous year (−16.5%). It is due to a slump of the size of the sown area by a third to 24 thous. hectares (−31.8%). The estimated per hectare yield of 4.72 t/ha is by 22.3% higher. The durum wheat will be harvested from the area of 5 thous. hectares in the amount of 27 thous. tonnes with the per hectare yield of 5.55 t/ha. 

The estimated harvest of spring barley in the amount of 980 thous. tonnes is by 3.1% higher, year-on-year. It is owing to a higher expected per hectare yield of 5.16 t/ha (+4.4%). The sown area has slightly decreased to 190 thous. hectares (−1.2%). The estimated harvest of winter barley of 683 thous. tonnes is by 16.0% lower, year-on-year, due to a lower per hectare yield of 5.37 t/ha (−15.0%) as well as to a decrease in its sown area to 127 thous. hectares (−1.3%).  

The expected production of rye in the amount of 117 thous. tonnes is by 6.4% lower, year-on-year. The sown area decreased by 1.4% to 24 thous. hectares and its per hectare yield of 4.81 t/ha is by 5.1% lower.     

The estimated production of oats in the amount of 188 thous. tonnes is by over a half higher, year-on-year (+58.2%), thanks to an increase in its sown area to 53 thous. hectares (+22.4%) as well as to a higher estimated per hectare yield of 3.56 t/ha (+29.2%). 

Despite a year-on-year decrease in its per hectare yield to 4.88 t/ha (−2.0%), the estimated production of triticale in the amount of 215 thous. tonnes is by 2.8% higher thanks to an increase of its sown area to 44 thous. hectares (+4.9%).

Rape will be harvested this year in the amount of 1 045 thous. tonnes, by a fifth less compared to the previous year (−20.2%). A year ago, the per hectare yield was 3.45 tonnes, whereas this year it is expected to be 3.04 tonnes (−11.7%). The size of the area on which rape was sown also considerably decreased to 343 thous. hectares (−9.6%). The expected rape production is also lower in comparison to the five-year average (production −11.5%; the sown area −5.4%; the per hectare yield −6.5%). 

Utilised agricultural area and sown area
This year, farmers are farming 3 535 thous. hectares of agricultural land. The sown area of 2 416 thous. hectares is almost on the same level as in the previous year (+133 hectares). The area of the following has slightly expanded: fallow land to 109 thousand hectares (+950 hectares) and permanent grassland to 969 thous. hectares (+360 hectares). Hop gardens cover 6 thous. hectares, the same as in the previous year. On the other hand, the areas of vineyards decreased to 17 thous. hectares (−407 ha) and the area of orchards decreased to 12 thous. hectares (−631 hectares).      

The highest year-on-year decrease of the sown areas occurred in two most frequently grown crops, wheat and rape. Their sown area this year is by 78 thous. hectares lower in total than last year. Despite that, these two crops cover almost a half of the total sown area (46.4%). On the released area, mainly arable fodder crops are grown (+43 thous. ha); however, the sown areas of other crops have also considerably expanded, e.g. of oats (+10 thous. ha), poppy (+10 thous. ha), root crops (+9 thous. ha), or pulses and protein crops for grain (+7 thous. hectares).

After having been decreasing for two years, the area sown with potatoes expanded to 23 thous. ha (+8.6%). The sown area of sugar beet of 66 thous. ha is also considerably larger, year-on-year (+12.1%).

From the total sown area of oil seed crops of 438 thous. hectares, the biggest proportion is covered by rape (78.3%). While the sown area of rape is by 37 thous. ha smaller, year-on-year, the size of the area of poppy has considerably expanded; this year, it is grown on 37 thous. ha (+39.5%). Soya is also grown more (28 thous. hectares; +6.9%). On the other hand, the sown area of sunflower seed has considerably decreased, namely to 16 thous. hectares (−17.1%). 

Areas of pulses and protein crops for grain have been increasing for the sixth year in a row and this year they are grown on 59 thous. ha. The area sown with field peas for grain have considerably expanded to 53 thous. ha (+12.4%). Broad and field beans for grain are also grown more (+13.0%) as well as vetches for grain (+77.4%). 

Arable fodder crops grow this year on 498 thousand hectares and their sown area is by 9.3% higher, year-on-year. The sown area of the following increased: of green maize to 236 thousand hectares (+10.4%) as well as of leguminous plants harvested green to 187 thous. hectares (+5.1%). These nitrogen-fixing plants include clover, lucerne, legume-grass mixtures, and other leguminous plants harvested green and their mixtures.

The area designated for growing of fresh vegetables of 12 thous. hectares is by 528 hectares larger (+4.6%), year-on-year; the area with strawberries increased, too, to 420 hectares (+5.4%).  

More detailed information on estimated per hectare yields and production of selected crops in the Czech Republic as a whole and broken down by Region are given in the related publication: Harvest Estimates – Operative Report as at 10 June 2024. Information on the area and structure of sown areas is released in the publication: Areas under Crops Survey as at 31 May 2024. Refined (updated) estimates of production of cereals and rape supplemented by an estimate of production of other crops (early potatoes, field peas for grain, and poppy) will be published by the Czech Statistical Office on 9 August 2024.  

Notes:
The harvest (production) is given in the standard humidity content and purity. For information on the methodology of crop production statistics see: Crop production statistics – Methodology | Statistics (gov.cz)
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