	 C External trade in ICT products


1) External trade (imports and exports) in ICT goods

Imports (exports) of ICT goods measures the value of ICT goods that enter (leave) the domestic territory of a country irrespective of their final destination. 

ICT goods must either be intended to fulfill the function of information processing and communication by electronic means, including transmission and display, or use electronic processing to detect, measure and/or record physical phenomena, or to control a physical process.

List of ICT goods (179 items) was defined in 2003 by the OECD in terms of the Harmonised System (HS 2002) – classification standard used for international trade. HS codes of ICT goods were grouped into the following five broad categories:

· Telecommunications equipment

· Computer and related equipment 

· Electronic components.

· Audio and video equipment 

· Other ICT goods.

The Czech External Trade database was used as a main data source for national data. For more information see:

http://dw.czso.cz/pls/stazo/
The OECD’s International Trade Indicators database was used as a data source for an international comparison. 

http://stats.oecd.org/wbos/Default.aspx?usercontext=sourceoecd
2) External trade (imports and exports) in ICT services

Imports (and exports) of ICT services reflect the value of services provided to residents of other countries (or received by residents of the domestic territory).

For ICT services, an industry-based definition was used. ICT services must be primary intended to enable the function of information processing and communication by electronic means. The two ICT services sectors correspond to the following Balance of Payments Coding System (BPM5) categories:

· Telecommunication services – BPM5 code 247,

· Computer services – BPM5 code 263.
Until 2004, data on ICT services external trade are taken from data sources of the Czech National Bank, particularly from the balance of payment statistics. Since 2005 the Czech Statistical Office has its own survey about import and export of services. This data source is used since than. 

Note: The data for years 2005 and 2006 are not comparable with previous years, however should better reflect the situation in the Czech ICT services external trade.

