	 A ICT professionals


ICT professionals have the capability to specify, design, develop, install, operate, support, maintain, manage, evaluate and research ICT and ICT systems. They also develop and put in place the ICT tools for others. It includes following tasks:
· business software development, programming, web development, database development, communication network development, systems integration and installation,

· technical support, user help and support, network administration, web administration, database administration.
ICT professionals are defined as persons employed in the national economy whose principal activity comes within the following two main occupations groups expressed in terms of the current International Standard Classification of Occupations 1998 (CZ-ISCO-88 in the Czech Republic):  

CZ-ISCO 213 – Computing professionals

· 2131 Computer systems designers and analysts

· 2132 Computer programmers

· 2139 Computing professionals not elsewhere classified

CZ-ISCO 312 – Computer associate professionals

· 3121 Computer assistants

· 3122 Computer equipment operators

· 3123 Industrial robot controllers

· 3129 Computer associate professionals not elsewhere classified

Computing professionals conduct research, plan, develop and improve computer based information systems, software and related concepts, develop principles and operational methods as well as maintain data dictionary and management systems of databases to ensure integrity and security of data.

Computer associate professionals provide assistance to users of computers and standard software packages, control and operate computers and peripheral equipment and carry out limited programming tasks connected with the installation and maintenance of computer hardware and software.

The Czech Labour Force Survey (VŠPS) is used as a data source for ICT professionals in the Czech Republic (since 1993). It provides population estimates of ICT professionals for the main socio-demographic characteristics, such as sex, age, education and regions of residence. ICT professionals can be further breakdown according by employment according to industry (CZ- NACE activity) classification and by occupation categories according to CZ-ISCO 88 classification.

Note: Presented data are always average numbers for each year. Generally in the whole chapter, the annual averages lower than 3 000 persons must be considered as a data with very low reliability. In real terms it means that their relative standard error (i.e. coefficient of variation) is higher than 20%. For more information about data reliability see:

Labour Market in the CR 1993 – 2006; Code: 3103-07
http://www.czso.cz/csu/2007edicniplan.nsf/engp/3103-07
The European Union Labour Force Survey (EU LFS) was used as a data source for an international comparison. 

http://circa.europa.eu/irc/dsis/employment/info/data/eu_lfs/index.htm
