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Dear Readers,

Even though statistics has only recently been considered 
a scientific discipline, it has been used for practical applica-
tions throughout history. For centuries, it has been irreplace-
able for evaluating the past and for determining how society 
would develop in the future. This is what makes statistics 
such a unique and important discipline. 

The availability of statistical data has gradually become 
such a matter of course that their importance is often under-
stated. Perhaps this is partly responsible for insufficient sta-
tistical literacy. Ignorance and misunderstanding of basic 
statistical terms and principles complicate and often even 
thwart the proper use of findings and frequently lead to erro-
neous interpretations. It is becoming more and more obvi-
ous that this discipline deserves greater popularization. 

The publication you are holding looks to the roots of both 
international and Czech statistics and helps the reader gain 
a basic understanding of its history. In my opinion, you may  
find here one of the best formulated missions of the nati-
onal statistical service. Quite surely you will be surprised  

 
 
to learn that there have been times when statistical data have 
not been available to everyone. The historical context of this 
publication will help you to discover what and why our prede-
cessors found out with the help of statistics. A part of the pub-
lication also deals with the progression of statistical censuses 
– from the first nationwide listings up to the last census in 2011. 

It is not a coincidence that a book entitled A Story  
of Statistics has been published in 2014. With its publication,  
the Statistical Office commemorates two important anni-
versaries. The first is the 45th anniversary of the foundation  
of the Czech Statistical Office within the Czechoslovak fe-
deration. The other is the 95th anniversary of establishment  
of the State Office of Statistics as the first statistical institution 
in the newly established Czechoslovak Republic. The present 
office continues the activities of this former office. 

This short historical compendium is therefore a sym-
bolic commemoration of the significant events that have 
occurred in our state statistical service, and I believe that  
it will capture your attention.
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