STREDOCESKY
REGION

The Stfedocesky Region is situa-
ted in Ceské Kotlina (Basin), enci-
rcles the capital city of Prague
and neighbours with the Vysocina
and Jiho¢esky Regions in the sou-
th, the Plzerisky Region in the
west, the Ustecky and Liberecky
Regions in the north, and the Kra-
lovéhradecky and Pardubicky Re-
gions in the east. This position sig-
nificantly affects the character of
the Region that becomes backg-
round of the capital city of Pra-
gue, provides labour to Prague en-
terprises, supplements Prague in-
dustry and services, supplies food-
stuffs to Prague, provides its re-
creational potential, and is also
a territory through which all roads,
railways, power and other networks
are passed to connect Prague
with all regions of the Czech Re-
public and European countries.

The total area of the Region,
11 015 km?, accounts for 14% of
the CR’s area. The woodland of
about 3 040 km? makes up 28%
of the whole Region's afforestati-
on, which is one fifth down on the
afforestation of the whole of the CR.
Agricultural land occupies 6 697
km?, the percentage of arable
land being almost one third up on

Selection of topical indicators
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the entire CR. The landscape re-
lief changes from flatland in the
vicinity of the River Labe water-
course to hilly land in the sou-
thern and southwestern parts of
the Region in particular.

The Stfedocesky Region consists
of 12 districts (BeneSov, Beroun,
Kladno, Kolin, Kutna Hora, Mél-
nik, Mladéd Boleslav, Nymburk,
Praha-vychod, Praha-zapad, Pri-
bram, and Rakovnik) There are
1146 municipalities in the Regi-
on, 9.6 km” in average area and
987 in average population. The
capital city of Prague, which is
also a separate administrative
region, holds the function of the
Region's centre. There are 65%
of municipalities with 500 inhabi-
tants or less, in which 16.1% of
the Region's population live. The
population living in municipalities
with 501 to 2000 and with 2 001
to 10 000 inhabitants account for
26.1% and 20.4% of the Region's

total, respectively. The Region's smal-
lest municipality is Blatov (25 inhab-
itants) in the district of Kutna Hora,
the largest, Kladno, had a popula-
tion of 70 thousand. There are 26
administrative territories of muni-
cipalities with extended powers in
the Region, ranging from 113 km?
to 952 km? and from 12 thousand
to 115 thousand in area and po-
pulation, respectively.

The diversified economy of the
Region and the central position of
the capital city of Prague produce
a high potential of job opportuni-
ties and, therefore, a rather low
level of unemployment compared
to other regions of the CR. On the
one hand, there are declining
areas of industrial centres and
military districts which are little
utilized in the Region and, on the
other hand, the offer of areas
equipped with technical infrastru-
cture for immediate use as indu-
strial zones is rather limited.

Number of inhabitants (31.12.2004) 1,144,071 | Average monthly gross wage (2004)4 17,706
incl. Foreigners with long-term stay’ 20,927 | Unemployment rate based on LFS (%, 2004) 5.4
Foreigners with permanent residence 10,161 Primary 4.7

— Employement
Number of municipalities / towns (31.12.2004) 1146 /74 in sectors (%, 2004) Secondary 37.0
Population living in the largest city (%) 6.1 Tertiary 58.3
Live-born children outside marriage (%, 2004) 27.7 | Completed dwellings, total (2004) 6,127
Population with males 9.9 incl. Dwellings in family houses (%) 55.1
university education’ (2004) females 6.1 | Guests in accommodation establishments, total (2004) 854,987
Economically active population (2004) 578,375 incl. Foreign nationals (%) 31.4
incl. Employers or own-account workers (%) 19.3 | GDP per capita (Purchasing power parity, 2003) 13,175
Economic activity rate (2004)° males 70.3 Gross' fixed cap'ital formation per capita (in CZK, 2003) 55,743
females 50.0 | Net disposable income of households per capita (CZK, 2003) 132,102

'F oreigners with visas over 90 days
* Related to population aged 15+

* Share (%) of economically active persons from total population aged 15+
*in CZK, per employee in national economy (excluding armed forces), enterprise method (i.e. by head office of enterprise)
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Demography and social life - region compared with the Czech Republic
£ 8 PC linked to Internet (%) : 1155 : : 1)
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% Unemployment rate (LFS) 757,27|7 —————eeeeass 00909 : - 7: 77777
'Tgu ;% Registered crimes per 1000 inhab. 3 34,1 d 3 3
78 Infant mortality (in 000) 30[ ] 1 1
Abortions per 100 live-born children 3 45,0 d 3 3
% 2 Lemeparent ievseielis () | | 3 77777777777777 1 37,47@ 777777777777 3 77777 J 77777
g Average no. of members in household** | 0 2,40 | |
T T I
w g with GCSE or university (%)*** | 37,2 | |
aged 65+ (%)| ] o142 o o
;r__% % w25 years (%) 3 77777777777777 2 ééi]: 777777777777 :7 - 7: 77777
n:gj- g Urban population (%) ! 54,5 OIndex
Population density (inhab/sq.km) | 103,0 |:: (Czech Rep =1 003
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Note. Fiigures in graph (beside bars) express value of indicator (in region), x-axis relation of this value to national level.
* Share (%) of students aged 20-24 in total population aged 20-24
** From Population census 2001 (all indicators in graph refer to 2003, expect for abortions and infant mortality which refer to 2001-2003)

Hkk

related to total population aged 15+

Changes of total number of population in 1991-2003

Municipalities
Index (1991=100)

96 98 100 105 110
- [ .

Administrative
Districts

Stredocesky Region = 1021
Extreme values:

Maximum: Milovice = 410,6
Minimum: Svihov = 58,4

Development 2003/1991
(1991=100)
88 94 97 100 103 106 112
| ' 1
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Population and vital statistics:1993/2003

Population, 31 December1993 1,108,935
Live births (average for 1994-1998) 9,892
Deaths (average for 1994-1998) 13,445
Net migration (average for 1994-1998) 3,454
Population, 31 December 1998 1,108,465
Live births (average for 1999-2003) 10,122
Deaths (average for 1999-2003) 12,785
Net migration (average for 1999-2003) 6,818
Population, 31 December 2003 1,135,795
ﬂye distribution of the population: 31 December 2003
Total Total Men Women
Age
Thous. % % %

0-14 173.3 15.3 16.0 14.6
15-24 151.6 13.3 13.9 12.8
25 -39 264.4 23.2 24.3 22.3
40 - 54 240.6 21.2 21.8 20.6
55 - 64 145.0 12.8 12.7 12.8
65 - 160.9 14.2 11.3 16.9
Total 1135.8 100.0 100.0 100.0

Skilled and flexible labour force
increasingly direct their attention
to services. Technical and com-
munication networks have large
capacities, and on the border of
the Region’s territory is the lar-
gest airport of the CR, Praha-
Ruzyné. Almost half of the Stfe-
docesky Region’s area is closely
tied with Prague—it is part of the
Prague Central Bohemian Ag-
glomeration. Migrants from Pra-
gue, who want to work in Prague,
but live in the cleaner environ
ment of the Stfedoéesky Region,
grow in number. A considerable
part of the Region has good con-
ditions for agricultural production
of high quality. The Region's vari-
ed landscape with many attractive
nature monuments and points of
interest meets pre-conditions for
the development of tourism, re-
creation and balneology.

A high rise in migration

The population of the Region has
been steadily rising since 1997;
by the end of 2003 it had in-
creased by almost 30 thousand.
All increases in the population are
due to high migration, especially
to municipalities around Prague.
It is Prague citizens that move to
these places in particular to enjoy
comfortable housing there con-
tributed to by good transport ser-
vices to and from Prague. The
number of immigrants tends to
increase. Over last four years it
rose by next to 80% to reach
practically 25 thousand persons.
The number of emigrants in-
creases too; in 2003 they totalled
modestly over 15 thousand. An
adverse situation remains in the
natural change of the population.
While the number of live births

Significant employers: by head office of enterprise, 2003

Stredni Cechy cohesion area — Stfedocesky region

started to rise in the year 2002 to
go further on, it still lags behind
the number of deaths. Almost 2.5
thousand inhabitants were lost by
natural change in the Region in
2003. The number of marriages
steadily drops, too, as distin-
guished from the number of di-
vorces. The index of divorce
rate—the number of divorces per
100 marriages—has already clim-
bed over 60.

The age distribution of the Stre-
docesky Region’s population is
shaped by migration to a consid-
erable extent. Coming to the Region
are persons at working age, so the
proportion of this group increases
more and more: it exceeded 70%
in 2003. The proportion of the child
population aged up to 14 steadily
decreases, despite a modest rise
in the number of children; in 2003
it was 15.3%. The proportion of the
oldest population (65+) also drop-
ped, namely to 14.1%. The depen-
dency ratio, i.e. the ratio of the
oldest age category (65+) to the
youngest component of the popu-
lation (0-14), continuously increa-
ses and is 92.8% now; in women
however, it has already reached
116.2% because women are by
far more represented in higher age
groups. The average age has grown
step by step and was 39.7 in 2003
(in men it was by 3 years down
on that of women).

A structure supplementing the
economy of the capital city of
Prague

The structure of the economy and
of a number of other areas of life
in the Stredodesky Region is de-
finitely shaped by the Region’s
centre—the capital city of Prague.
A large part of the Region con-
stitutes a background of the capi-
tal city and also comes under the

Name Head Office Activity No. of workers
Skoda Auto, a.s. Mlada Boleslav Manufacture of motor vehicles > 10 000
DELVITA a.s. Rudna Retail trade >3 000
Delphi Packard Electric CR, s.r.0. Bakov nad Jiz. Manufacture of electrical machinery >2 500
AERO Vodochody, a.s. Odolena Voda Manufacture of aircrafts >2 000
BILLA, s.r.o. Modletice Retail trade > 2000
CKD Kutna Hora, a.s. Kutna Hora Manufacture and processing of basic metals > 1500
Penny Market, s.r.o. Jirny Retail trade > 1500
Plus - Discount, s.r.o. Radonice Retail trade > 1500
Sklarny Kavalier, a.s. Sézava Manufacture of glass > 1500
VDO CR, s.r.0. Brandys n.L.-S.B. Manufacture of measuring and controlling instruments > 1500
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Vital statistics
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Data since 2001 reflect the Housing and Population Census (1.3.2001) results and also include
foreigners who were granted long-term stays (i.e. foreigners with visas over 90 days).
Population increase 2001 was influenced mainly by Census (1.3.2001), which found out higher population

than that registered by yearly dem

ographic statistics). Population growth rate was calculated as a difference

between 1 January and 31 December (in 2001 population at 1 January was recalculated by Census).
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&]riculture: 1993 - 2003

Indicator 1993 2003
Agricultural land (ha) 669,829 668,196
Arable land (ha) 559,503 556,080
Persons employed in agriculture, hunting
Jand forestry (thous., LFS) 41.5 23.6)
Yields of cereals (tonnes/ha) 3.82 4.11
Cattle stock, total (1 March) 354,659
Health care

Indicator Region CR
[No. of physicians per 1000 population 3.0 3.9
[No. of beds in hospitals per 1000 population 5.1 6.5
Infant mortality (average for 1999-2003, %o) 3.6 4.2

_

Prague Central Bohemian Agglo-
meration. The Region is a signi-
ficant source of labour for busi-
nesses based in Prague, and on
its territory the process of sub-
urbanization also began to deve-
lop. Massive commuting to Pra-
gue (in 2001 163 thousand work-
ers commuted to Prague, of which
96 thousand were from Stfedoces-
ky Region) produces dispropor-
tions between regional gross do-
mestic product (GDP) produced
and the level of GDP used, espe-
cially in those parts of the Region
where a strong socio-economic link
with Prague exists. Another con-
sequence is the relatively lower
regional GDP per capita—this pla-
ces the Region into a weaker half
of the ranking of the regions. This
also applies to labour productivity.

The structure of produced gross
value added suggests a different
industrial orientation of the econ-
omy in comparison with Prague. It
is in order to talk about comple-
mentariness of the economies of
the two regions. Manufacturing,
trade, transport, agriculture, and
forestry are key industries of the
Stredocesky Region. The first men-
tioned is the most important—it
contributes to gross value added
in the Region by more than a third.
The second most important is trade
(15%) followed by transport, stor-
age, post and telecommunications
(10%). In comparison with the na-
tionwide average the proportion
of GDP produced by agriculture
(5%) and exceeding the average
proportion in the whole country by
a third is also s ignificant.
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Considered as positive can also
be the area of gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF). The Region’s
proportion of GFCF in total GFCF
is higher than 11%, which is the
second highest proportion in ab-
solute terms and the fourth when
related to one inhabitant. As far
as investments are concerned,
the most important are in manu-
facturing (45%), trade (9%), tran-
sport (23%, and agriculture (3%).
These regional percentages are
higher than the country’s average.

Significance of schools in the
capital city

The capital city of Prague has an
important role to play in the edu-
cation of the Stfedocesky Regi-
on’s population, especially in the
GCE subjects of secondary scho-
ols and of course universities. The
municipalities of Kladno, Kolin,
Mlada Boleslav, and Pribram are
significant local, regional centres
of education. The strength of Pra-
gue, which can offer correspond-
ing employment, is also evident
from the fact that the StfedoCesky
Region has the second lowest pro-
portion of population aged 25-34

Pupils and students:

school year 2003/2004
Type of school thous.

[Nursery schools 30.8
Basic schools 105.1
Grammar schools 12.9
Secondary technical schools 16.8
Secondary vocational schools 15.9
Higher professional schools 2.1
[Universities 0.4

Stredni Cechy cohesion area — Stfedocesky region

with the highest education. Pra-
gue and other centres in the sur-
rounding regions considerably sa-
turate the Region’s secondary edu-
cation. The Region’s proportion of
graduates from secondary school
GCSE fields of study is very low—
in fact the eleventh among the re-
gions—and because there is not
any high number of secondary
vocational schools in the Stfedo-
C¢esky Region, the Region has the
smallest proportion of graduates
from secondary school non-GCE
fields of study in the whole of the
CR.

The educational level in individual
areas of the Region can be esta-
blished by the index education.
The index is defined as the num-
ber of inhabitants with full secon-
dary and university education per
100 inhabitants aged 25+. When
the last census was conducted,
the highest index of education
(over 45) was found for the popu-
lations in the administrative terri-
tories of municipalities with ex-
tended powers in Ri¢any, Cerno-
Sice and Pfribram, while the smal-
lest index of education (around
35) was established for the admi-
nistrative territories of Votice, Se-
di¢any and Slany. The level of
education in this or that region is
also determined in part by requi-
rements for education laid down
by employers. This is why the hig-
her index of education in the ad-
ministrative territories of Rigany
and Cernosice is due to a higher
proportion of workers commuting
to work to the capital city.

Fewest physicians
per 1 000 inhabitants

The health service of the Stfedo-
C¢esky Region is heavily influen-
ced by Prague. In Prague—a cen-
tre of every-day commuting for
many citizens—the Region’s citi-
zens make use of a number of
specialized health establishments,
which do not exist in the Region,
as well as common health ser-
vices. The Region’s health estab-
lishments came under the powers
of the regional government and
this increased the number of physi-
cians in non-state establishments
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Share of males and females with secondary and university education - relation of region to the Czech Republic
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Participation rate: by age group, %

Total Men Women
Age group 1993 2003 1993 2003 1993 2003

Total 60.9 60.2 71.7 70.4 50.9 50.6
15-19 40.9 11.4 44.4 14.0 37.2 8.6
20 - 24 71.6 67.4 87.6 76.9 54.6 57.5
25-29 79.1 78.9 97.1 96.9 60.2 60.3
30-34 90.0 84.5 98.2 96.6 81.4 72.0]
35-39 92.8 93.1 96.2 98.1 89.2 87.8
40 - 44 94.0 90.4 97.6 92.0 90.3 88.8
45 -49 93.3 94.4 95.0 96.1 91.6 92.5
50 - 54 83.2 88.1 87.6 90.7 78.9 85.4
55-59 46.4 65.2 74.1 85.2 21.5 45.5
60 - 64 19.0 23.5 28.3 34 .4 11.1 13.8

65+ 4.4 2.8 7.3 4.4 2.7 1.8

Participation rate: by educational attainment, population aged 15+, %

. Total Men Women
Degree of education
1993 2003 1993 2003 1993 2003
Basic and no education 34.5 24 .4 40.1 29.7 31.9 21.9
Secondary without GCSE 72.1 69.9 80.2 78.3 59.3 57.3
Secondary with GCSE 71.2 70.3 76.3 75.8 67.2 66.1
University 80.9 79.5 85.2 80.0 72.9 78.6

considerably: as many as 96% of
all physicians already worked in
these establishments in 2003. De-
spite this absolute rise in the num-
ber of physicians in recent years,
there is still the smallest number
of physicians per 1000 popula-
tion, which is primarily due to the
influence of Prague. In 2003, the-
re were 24 hospitals in the Region
whose number of beds has stead-
ily been steadily decreasing since.
Compared to 1990, the hospital
bed-strength dropped by 36%.

Social care measured by the num-
ber of social care establishments
is still at a fairly high level. While
in 1990 there were 68 social care
establishments in the Region, the-
re are next to 120 of them there
today. These establishments also
provide services to Prague citizens
to a large extent. In 2002, the
StfedoCesky Region had 50 reti-
rement homes, 14 boarding hou-
ses for pensioners and 158 com-
munity care service houses. Chil-
dren’s homes and social care in-
stitutions for adults and young
people have a significant role to
play in the Stfedoc¢esky Region’s
social care system

26

Employment strongly affected
by the metropolis

As one of the socio-economic ar-
eas of society’s life the employ-
ment is markedly influenced by
the closeness of the capital city of
Prague that while being an inde-
pendent territorial self-governing
unit is also the Stfedocesky Re-
gion’s centre where all of its ad-
ministrative bodies, main institu-
tions and regional organizations
are located. Prague is also a mil-
lion-population metropolis closely
tied with its surrounding—its back-
ground—and thus almost half the
Stfedocesky Region comes under
the Prague Central Bohemian Ag-
glomeration.

The proportion of the economi-
cally active in the Stfedolesky
Region’s population is rather abo-
ve average—in total, men, wo-
men and all age categories—
which also applies to young peo-
ple up to the age of 24 and to pre-
retirement-age employees. Over
last 40 years the proportion of the
economic active in working-age
population was continuously gro-
wing at a half the rate of Prague,
as also did the proportion of wo-

Stredni Cechy cohesion area — Stfedocesky region

men in total economically active
population.

Employment in the primary sector
is modestly above the average. It
dropped by more than a third over
10 years. The proportion of peo-
ple engaged in industry was also
decreasing and only every fourth
employee works in industry now.
Car making is the most character-
istic industry of the Region as far
as employment goes. Above av-
erage—second to Prague—is the
proportion of people employed in
market services. The employment
in services of mostly public char-
acter (education, health, social care,
etc.) is half the employment in mar-
ket services and slightly below
the average. Apparently, the centre
exercises its strong influences here:
e.g. the proportion of people em-
ployed in banking is negligible.

Similarly to the Liberecky Region,
the proportion of the self-employed
in total economically active popu-
lation is the second greatest, next
to Prague, but the educational le-
vel of the self-employed with em-
ployees is below the average.

Unemployment affected by the
vicinity of Prague

Like the whole economy, the la-
bour market of the Stredolesky
Region is also markedly affected
by the capital city of Prague found
in the middle of the Region. Con-
sequently, the situation in the la-
bour market has an above-ave-
rage level, but there exist large
differences within the Region pro-
portional to the distance or avai-
lability from the capital city. One
should also bear in mind that
almost half of the Region is part
of the Prague Central Bohemian
Agglomeration. Where localities are
within the reach of the Prague
transport system and at place of
concentrated economic seconda-
ry and tertiary activities tied up
with the economy of Prague, un-
employment is below the average
of the country—especially in the
south of the Region and the sur-
roundings of the town of Mlada
Boleslav, the centre of the car-
making industry in the northeast
of the Region.
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General unemployment rate (ILO), registered unemployment rate (employment offices), vacancies
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Structure of disposable income of households

1995 2002
CZK Per (?ap1ta CZK Per (?aplta
million (national million (national
level=100) level=100)

Allocation of primary income account of

households

Operating surplus

§ and mixed income, net 25912 108.8 43,978 118.2]
3 |Compensation
g of employees 63,354 93.0 110,613 94.6)
Property income 8,816 112.5 10,856 118.7
+» |Property income 3,138 118.3 3,053 114.5
% Balance of primary
income, net 94,945 97.8 162,394 101.1

Secondary distribution of in

come account of households

Social benefits other

% than social benefits in kind 17,019 99.6 33,241 96.3

% Other current

~ | transfers 5,680 100.5 9,678 107.3
Current taxes on income,

» [ wealth, etc. 7,501 97.9 12,721 100.5

% Social contributions 22,003 93.9 40,677 96.9
Other current transfers 4,035 101.6 9,371 102.5
Disposable income, net 84,104 99.2 142,543 101.6

Areas with high or even very high
unemployment are mostly found
in the northwest of the Region, in
the neighbourhood of the Ustecky
Region, whose unemployment is
the highest in general, as well as
in the southwest around the town
of Pfibram with the phased-out
ore mining and last but not least
in agriculture-forestry areas in the
east.

Registered unemployment in the
Region is almost double than in
Prague, but even so it is one of
the lowest in the country. The pro-
portion of young unemployed peop-
le is slightly above the average, as
is also the proportion of the un-
employed with reduced capacity
to work. The number of vacancies
decreased by more than a quarter
in last years and almost a 50%
drop was recorded for the offer of
jobs for young people and per-
sons with reduced capacity to work.
This also raised a great deal the
number of job applicants per va-
cancy since 2000—by more than
two thirds. The proportion of job
applicants participating in retrai-
ning schemes is steady and one
of the lowest. The proportion of
unemployed job applicants older
than 50 is mildly above average.
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Intellectual work and work of
females not appreciated very
much

The special position of the Stfe-
docCesky Region in the area of geo-
graphy, demography, transport, etc.,
affected to a large extent by the
fact that the Region is the back-
ground of our largest city, an in-
ternational metropolis, the capital
city of the country, also holds for
the area of incomes and wages.
The disposable income of every
inhabitant of the StfedoCesky Re-
gion is a little above the national
average and ranks the Region
second to the capital city of the
CR. The average monthly wage is
also the second highest (CZK 17 065
in 2003) and its growth rate is
slightly under the one for the Czech
Republic. So, the average wages
in the Region and the country do
not diverge very much.

There are no rather significant dif-
ferences between average wages
in the Region and the country as
a whole, which applies to both
groups of occupations, education
groups and age groups. The wage
ratio of non-manual to manual work-
ers is the third lowest of all the
fourteen regions, though. The Re-
gion ranks tenth when assessed
by the female/male wage ratio. As
for economic sectors, the highest
wages are paid in the industry and

the second highest in agriculture
and also market services (Prague
is excluded).

The social/gross income ratio is the
smallest of all the regions apart
from Prague, and the proportion
of households with income not
exceeding 1.5 times the subsis-
tence level is the second small-
est.

Not only the production of cars,
but also places to drive to

The Stfedocesky Region forms
a ring around the HI. m. Praha Re-
gion and is closely tied with the
latter in many aspects. More than
half is part of the Prague Central
Bohemian Agglomeration and forms
the background of the metropolis
of the country. The Region is con-
siderably heterogeneous and has
a number of significant industrial
areas, a lot of large towns, and as
many as 1 150 municipalities.

Arable land occupies over half of
the Region’s area and forestland
less than a third. The share of gross
value added produced by agricul-
ture and forestry is about 6%,
every one of twenty inhabitants
works in these industries.

Production of Skoda passenger
cars including parts and accesso-
ries thereof in the town of Mlada
Boleslav is the best known of the
Region’s industrial industries and
is also a reason of the highest
reported sales in industry of all the
regions in the country. The Re-
gion assumes a dominant position
in the ranking of the regions as
far as the total volume of goods
exported from the Czech Republic
is concerned: nearly 20%, of which
machinery and transport equip-
ment account for two thirds and of
these two thirds passenger cars
make up more than a half. The
share of industrial production in
gross value added exceeds 40%
and tends to rise. A moderately
rising tendency is observed in the
share of gross value added in the
sector of services as well as in
the share of the employed, which
approaches 60% already.

There are many interesting and
precious sights in this Region so



Distribution of households (%): monthly net money income
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per person (%), in CZK, Microcensus 2002

Gross domestic product and disposable income
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Tourism: 1996 - 2003

Indicator 1996 2003
Guests in accommodation establishments 611,581 834,559
From the CR 391,965 596,427
From abroad 219,616 238,132
Number of overnight stays 2,006,320 2,532,992
CR nationals 1,380,445 1,890,731
Foreign nationals 625,875 642,261
Average length of stay (days) 4.3 4.0

closely tied in to the history of Bo-
hemia. They comprise castles, ma-
nors, religious constructions of all
architectural styles, ancient cen-
tres of towns, etc. Well-known
natural areas and places of inte-
rest attractive for tourists are found
here, too. All this creates precon-
ditions for further development in
the area of tourism.

Connection of Prague with
remote surroundings

Generally, the whole transport sys-
tem of Central Bohemia is influ-
enced by the position and arran-
gement of the region that sur-
rounds the capital city of Prague
on all of its sides. The transport
routes running through the Stfe-
docesky Region have been for-
ming a radial network for centuri-
es. They meet in the centre of Bo-
hemia. Of all the CR’s regions,
except for Prague, the Stfedoces-
ky Region has the highest length
of motorways and roads—one
sixth of the national network. The-
re are three motorways and eight
,Class | roads crossing the Regi-
on. The road network is the den-
sest of all the regions. The number
of registered passenger cars is
the second highest, which also ap-
plies to commercial vehicles. The
number of motorcycles is by far
the highest. The growth of moto-
rization has been fastest of all the
regions recently (passenger cars
in particular). Understandably, this
is closely tied with the number of
accidents on roads, which has
been second highest for a long
time, as has also been the level
of material damage due to the ac-
cidents.

There are thirteen main railway
express lines crossing the Stfedo-
Cesky Region, of which almost
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half electrified. They pass through
most large regional towns. Under
completion and approaching the
start of its operation is the high-
speed railway line that connects
Prague with the capitals of the
neighbouring and other countries.
A lot of local lines raise the densi-
ty of the railway network. Almost
1400 km of railway lines in the
Stredoéesky Region account for
the biggest share (15%) of the
total national railway network.

River transport has an important
role to play. The Labe-Vitava wa-
terway, about three quarters of
which are found in the Region, is
an important route to transport raw
materials and supplies—it brings
most energy-producing coal to
large thermal power plants. The
waterway is also the only water-
way in the Czech Republic that is
suitable for international river tran-
sport.

Always in the shadow of Prague

There are a great number of sig-
nificant sights and several protec-
ted landscape areas (CHKOs) in
the Stfedocesky Region. The most
of the sights is found in the town
of Kutné hora (e.g. the Church of
St. Barbara, Italian Court, Ossua-
ry), which is on the UNESCO List
of World Cultural Heritage. There
are also many castles in the Re-
gion, the most significant being
Karlstejn and Toc¢nik in the district
of Beroun, Kfivoklat and Lany in
the district of Rakovnik, Kokofin
and Mélnik Castle in the district of
Mélnik, Kost in the district of Mla-
dé Boleslav, Cesky Sternberk and
Konopisté in the district of Bene-
$ov, and Zleby and Kaéina in the
district of Kutna Hora. The castle
and park in Prihonice is favourite
destination for daily trips of many

Stredni Cechy cohesion area — Stfedocesky region

Praguers. CHKO Krivoklatsko is
the most precious natural area of
the Region (it is on the list of bi-
ospheric preserves). Other preci-
ous natural areas include CHKO
Kokofinsko, CHKO Cesky kras
(the Bohemian Karst), and CHKO
Cesky réj (Bohemian Paradise).

Despite its many places of inter-
est, the Stfedocesky Region does
not belong to the CR’s regions
most attractive for tourism. While
being the largest as far as its area
is concerned, it ranks fourth and
fifth in the number of accommoda-
tion establishments and of guests,
respectively. The floods in 2002 ad-
versely affected the tourism figures.
The tourism in the Region revived
in the year 2003—the number of
guests was even higher than in
the year 2000, but the rise was
brought about by domestic guests
only. Most foreigners coming to
the Region are from Germany, the
second most numerous group
includes visitors from Slovakia, of
whom some, however, may be vi-
sitors coming to Bohemia to earn
money.

Housing construction in the
surroundings of Prague

The 22.0% proportion of unoccu-
pied houses in the Stfedolesky
Region is well above the national
average (13.3% of unoccupied build-
ings). The number of unoccupied
houses used primarily for recrea-
tion grew by 28.1% between 1991
and 2001. There are 91 family hou-
ses in every 100 permanently oc-
cupied houses. The Region’s dwel-
ling stock was almost half a mil-
lion dwellings (census in 2001), of
which unoccupied dwellings ac-
counted for 17.1%, which is more
than the national average of 12.3%.

The number of completed dwell-
ings was on the increase last
years. In 2003, almost 5 thousand
new dwellings was completed—
57% in family houses, 22% in
multi-dwelling buildings and near-
ly 10% in various types of exten-
sions. The housing construction was
most intensive in districts neigh-
bouring with Prague (Praha-zapad,
Praha-vychod), where the number
of completed dwellings per 1 000
population ranged between 5 and 12.
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Completed dwellings - in all buildings / in family houses
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Economy and environment - region compared with the Czech Republic
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Position of region among system of european NUTS-3 regions (rank: 1 = highest value)

Postion among NUTS-3 regions in given territory (number of NUTS-3 units)
Region Czech NUTS-3 EU -10 EU-15
. > . . EU-25
Indicator (Stfedo- Republic regions New Former total
Cesky) (CR) adjoning CR states states
6] (14) (27+14)' (123)% (1.091+14)> (1.214)
. . Value 102.2 129.4 126.2 100.8 120.3 116.6)
1 |Population density (2002) Rank X 10/14 27/ 41 49/117]  733/1105] 77111208
2 Total population increase Value 2.3 -1.8 -4.0 -1.4 2.7 2.0|
(1995-2002)° Rank X 1/14 6/40 13 /117 517 /1078 529 /1181
3 Natural population increase Value -3.1 -2.0 -0.9 -0.7 0.9 0.6}
(1995-2001)% Rank X 13/ 14 28 /40 85/111 857 /1078 929 / 1175
4 Mgration population increase Value 54 0.1 -1.6 0.7 1.9 1.4]
(1995-2001)>* Rank X 1/14 2/40 5/111] 250/1078] 25411175
5 GDP per capita (2002), Value 11,710 14,315 10,912 10,966 23,164 21,172
in Purchasing Power Parity Rank X 8/14 25/40 33/121] 1060/1101| 1085/ 1208
6 GDP per capita (1995), Value 8,231 10,660 7,882 7,118 16,869 15,233
in Purchasing Power Parity Rank X 14 /14 33/40 32/115] 1060/ 1076| 1078/1177
7 Share of economically active Value 50.7 50.0 45.3 455 46.8 46.6)
in total population (%, 2002) Rank X 4/14 11/ 41 16 /123 178/ 986 190 / 1095
8 Sh.of economically active women |Value 429 43.4 39.8 40.5 39.2 39.4
in total women pop. (%, 2001) Rank X 8/14 14/ 28 38/114 164 / 585 194 / 685
9 Employment in agriculture, Value 6.4 4.8 121 17.0 4.0 6.0
forestry and fishing (%, 2001) Rank X 5/14 17/ 40 80/113 333 /1063 408 / 1162
10 Employment in industry Value 421 40.1 36.2 30.5 25.9 26.6|
and construction (%, 2001) Rank X 9/14 16 /40 22/113 74 /1063 87 /1162
1 Employment in Value 51.5 55.2 51.8 52.5 70.1 67.3
services (%, 2001) Rank X 7/14 25/40 54 /113 962 /1063] 1009 /1162
12 Unemployment rate, total, Value 5.2 7.8 18.0 14.5 8.1 9.1
based LFS (%, 2003) Rank X 12/ 14 31740 107 /123 603 / 991 684 /1100
13 Unemployment rate, women, Value 7.3 9.9 16.7 15.3 8.9 10.0|
based LFS (%, 2003) Rank X 9/14 17 /28 96 /123 259/ 591 343/ 700]
14 Unemployment rate, persons Value 7.7 18.6 26.7 32.3 15.8 18.4
up to 25 years, LFS (%, 2003) Rank X 14 /14 22/28 1227123 3917494 495/ 603]
15 Bed in hotels and similar establish- |Value 15.8 241 15.2 10.5 26.1 23.6|
ments per capita (2002) Rank X 8/14 26/ 41 22/118 586 /1105 600 / 1209
Missing data of regions:
2 NUTS-3 regions in Silesia (all indicators apart from no. 1,7,15) were replaced by figure for whole Silesia region (NUTS-2)
17 NUTS-3 regions in Germany (indicators no. 8,13,14) were replaced by 5 respective NUTS-2 regions
Different date : indicators no. 2 and 3 (all regions refer to 1997-99), indicators no. 12-14 (all regions refer to 2001),
indicator no. 7 (all regions in Germany refer to 2001)
“ Missing data of regions:
Germany - 439 regions (indicators no. 8,13 and 14), France - 100 regions (indicator no. 14)
Greece - 51 regions (indicators no. 7,8,12,13 and 14), Netherlanads - 40 regions (indicators no. 9,10 and 11)
Portugal - 30 regions (indicators no. 2-4, 6-8 and 12-14), Estonia - 4 regions (indicator no. 15) and Latvia - 4 regions (indicator no. 1)
Different date : all regions in Germany - indicators no. 2 and 3 (1995-1999), indicator no. 12 (2001)
all regions in Great Britain - indicators no. 7,12,13 and 14 (2001)
all regions in Portugal, Cyprus and Luxemburg - indicators no. 9.10 and 11 (2000)
all regions in Slovakia - indicator no. 15 (2003), and all regions in Scotland - indicator no. 15 (2000)
all regions in Latvia - indicator no. 8 (2002)
° Expressed as an average of yearly-increases (as a difference between mid-year population)
* Migration increase is calculated as a difference between total increase and natural increase
Source: DB Regio, Eurostat
Note: Some figures (for CR and its regions) may differ (mainly due to revisions) from those stated in the previous part of this chapter.
This table tries to describe region in a wider international context, indicators were selected to cover maximum of EU regions (in given time)
GDP (in Purchasing Power Parity) per capita in specific groups of NUTS-3 regions in 2002:
Stiedo&esky region, regions in neighbouring countries and cross-border regions (CBR)’
e ‘ Minimum (country) Minimum (CBR) B Average (CBR) N\
Maximum (CBR) Maximum (country) B National capital (NUTS-3)
T T i T T T T T T T T T T
I I I I I I
Slovensko | | N o
I i i i [} I I I I I I
Polsko | | | 130,8 | L
I T T T T T I I I I I I
| ! ! ! | | | | | | I |
Rakousko | | 2 | |
I I I I I
| . -
Némecko (Z) | | [ I 3423
I I | I I I I I I I I
I I I I I I
Némecko (V) | [\" I 211 o
L L [T L L L L L L L L L
0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200
\\ GDP per capita, in purchasing power parity, EU 25 = 100 /‘

! Cross-border regions include all NUTS-3 regions adjoining to the Czech Republic
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